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STUDY, WORK & BELONG



For over 25 years, Destination Florence Convention & Visitors Bureau has been the
official promotion agency for the City of Florence, with the mission of attracting major
events, congresses, international weddings and quality tourism. 

In 2024, we celebrate our new start as a Foundation, moving towards the future with
reinforced goals and energy for our mission. Boasting as Founding Members the City
of Florence and the Metropolitan City of Florence, Fondazione Destination Florence is a
model that represents the territory comprehensively, aiming to leverage collaboration
between institutions and the network of local entrepreneurs and private operators.

Fondazione
Destination
Florence

ABOUT US



BE.LONG’S HISTORY

SCENARIO

Florence is one of the most popular study abroad
capitals in the world with more than 45 foreign
universities and 18 schools of Italian language
and culture.

Encouraging a more sustainable form of
tourism is possible: the project's goal is to
intercept and to engage tourists on medium or
long-term stays, with the potential of them
becoming new residents.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
Average stay: 90-100 days
Arrival: 36,535

Source: Centro Studi Turistici Firenze; Marco De La Pierre e Marco Bracci, Study
Abroad in Italy. Fra economia della conoscenza, turismo e soft power (2021)

STARTUPPER & DIGITAL NOMADS
Global workers willing to relocate to another destination
to work remotely

Source: estratto del Workshop SMARTWORKING & LONGSTAY
#TuscanyTogether di Toscana Promozione Turistica

3.288.150 - 3.653.500 

37% of global workers
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THE PROJECT

Be.Long is Florence's project for its temporary citizens, designed by
Fondazione Destination Florence in partnership with the City of Florence. 
International or off-site students, startuppers and those who arrive in the city for
a medium or long period and want to feel part of its community: with Be.Long
they will find the first dedicated information area!



Be.Long has been created to welcome temporary citizens, that is, all those who reside
in the city for a period of at least one month, but not for an indefinite time. 
The aim is to facilitate and enrich their experience with direct and clear  information
for their stay, and to encourage their integration into the socio-cultural context of the
city with dedicated content and activities. 

At the same time, this ensures that the city authorities can know and manage
beforehand the significant incoming tourist flows.

Be.Long has consolidated and established itself as a system and destination project in
the past few years, with strengthened partnerships in the area and increasingly
structured digital communication to the target audience.

Alternative
housing for  
temporary
citizens

MISSION



The Technical
Committee

PARTNERS

Fondazione Destination Florence, together
with the municipality, established a
technical committee that took part in
building the project:

Università degli Studi di Firenze1

Polimoda, New York University, Lorenzo de Medici2

Confcommercio // F.I.M.A.A.4

European University3

Confesercenti // Agenzie Immobiliari5

Comitato toscano di lingua italiana6

Nana Bianca7

Murate Idea Park8

A.S.I.L.S.9

My Guest Friend e Property Managers Italia10



Institutional
Supporter

SUPPORTERS

The Consulate General of the
United States of America in Florence
supports Be.Long!



THE PROJECT’S KEY POINTS

1 2 3

Providing information &
services to Belongers,
Schools and Universities

Intercepting the
arrival of students and
stimulating cultural
integration with locals

Promoting Florence as
the City of Knowledge 
and Innovation



Several housing
options with
guaranteed quality
standards and
regulated contracts

Mapping of local schools  and
universities, plus information
for a more sustainable and
conscious student life in
Florence

Info on how to start and live at
fullest the experience in
Florence, like the bureaucratic
steps before and during the stay
for EU and non-EU citizens;
National Health Service;
Community Service activities; etc. 

Belongers gain access
to benefits reserved for
students, startuppers
and coworkers 

Info on how to work in Florence, like the
bureaucratic info and steps to open a VAT
number and work as a freelancer; the co-
working and networking spaces in the city;
etc.

WHAT CAN BE.LONG DO

HOUSING STUDY LIVE

BENEFITS WORK



HOUSING

APARTMENTS STUDENT RESIDENCES CO-HOUSING

Be.Long collaborates with
HousingAnywhere, an
international platform for
housing rentals. Through
HousingAnywhere you can
securely book your new
apartment in Florence, offered
by private and professional
landlords.

The project aims to create a
virtuous and inclusive circuit
where students - as well as
workers - and residents can
share resources, experiences
and mutual support.

The Social Hub
Camplus
CX Florence Student Place
Beyoo
Evergreen Florence
Residence



CO-HOUSING

Co-Housing
models
CO-LIVING AND CO-RESIDENCE

RESPONSE TO THE CITY HOUSING CRISIS

SOCIAL INCLUSION MODEL

SOCIAL INTERACTION AND CULTURAL EXCHANGE

HOME ASSISTANCE

MORE AFFORDABLE RENTS FOR STUDENTS 

INTEGRATION INTO THE LOCAL COMMUNITY



VOLUNTEERING

An experience in a foreign city often
means fun, freedom, entertainment.
But it can be so much more. More
and more young people are asking
how they can help the community
that is welcoming them. 

With Be.Long they can find out how
to give back to the city.



INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Networking
Hub
A network boasting several opportunities
for students

As a facilitator in the area, Destination
Florence Foundation offers universities and
schools seeking internship opportunities for
their students a connection service through
Be.long channels.



Social
Networks

@belong.florence
1.087 followers

@belong.florence 
2.297 followers
150k organic views per post

PROMOTION

https://www.instagram.com/belong.florence/
https://www.instagram.com/belong.florence/
https://www.tiktok.com/@belong.florence
https://www.tiktok.com/@belong.florence


Monthly
newsletters

Monthly Intro

Main events

New benefits

Opportunities



International
Trade Shows

PROMOTION

Nasfa 2024, New Orleans



International
students using

web site services

Universities and
schools involved

in the project

Start-ups in the
metropolitan area

Partners and
supporters

involved in the
project

Apartments online Specialized real
estate agencies 

Student
residences

UNESCO PLAN MONITORING

1.594

34 150 52

100 4 5



A project that
was missing
Be.Long aims to act as an aggregator of
this information, relieving project partner
institutions and companies from
this kind of activity that are not part of
their core business.
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